
God’s Eternal Purpose

THE MANIFOLD WISDOM OF GOD



An Epistle of Two Halves
CHAPTERS 1-3 – WHAT WE ARE CALLED TO

Indicative (statements of fact)
1:3 – “who has blessed us in 
Christ with every spiritual 
blessing”

CHAPTERS 4-6 – HOW WE SHOULD WALK

Imperative (commands)
4:1 – “urge you to walk in a 
manner worthy of the calling”



Solomon’s Gift from God
1 Kings 3 12 behold, I now do according to 
your word. Behold, I give you a wise and 
discerning mind, so that none like you has 
been before you and none like you shall 
arise after you. 13 I give you also what you 
have not asked, both riches and honor, so 
that no other king shall compare with you, 
all your days.



Arrival of the Queen of Sheba



Foundation –
katabole

“Laying down,” “casting down,” in 
the case of plants a tt. for the 
casting of seed into the bosom of 
the earth

◦ Hauck, F. (1964). καταβολή. G. Kittel, G. W. 
Bromiley, & G. Friedrich (Eds.), Theological 
dictionary of the New Testament (electronic ed., 
Vol. 3, p. 620). Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.



The Foundation of the 
World
“I will open my mouth in parables;

I will utter what has been hidden since 
the foundation of the world.” (Matt. 13:35)

inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world (Matt. 25:34)
He was foreknown before the foundation 
of the world (1 Pet. 1:20)



katabole
Heb. 11 11 By faith Sarah herself received 
power to conceive, even when she was past 
the age, since she considered him faithful 
who had promised. 12 Therefore from one 
man, and him as good as dead, were born 
descendants as many as the stars of heaven 
and as many as the innumerable grains of 
sand by the seashore.



God’s Eternal Purpose

Gen. 1 In the beginning, God 
created the heavens and the earth.

Prov. 8 22 “The LORD possessed 
me at the beginning of his work

John 1 In the beginning was the Word

FATHER MOTHER

SEED

Eph. 1 4 even as he chose us in 
him before the foundation of the world


